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From the President
Hello RLAMPS members. Here we are, one year with Covid concerns! Who would have thought
we would still be concerned? Thank heavens the vaccines are on the way!
The RLAMPS board has pushed the 2021 Education Night Program schedule out as far into 2021 as we
felt comfortable. We have four programs scheduled this year. As the year unfolds hopefully we will
have less and less of a threat of this nasty virus. Tuesday, March 30th (6:30PM) is our first Education
Program. We are so lucky to be able to present popular program host Cal Kothrade again! This
program “Shooting Shipwrecks” is about his skills of photographing shipwrecks. His underwater photos
are works of art and he will teach us how he takes those beautiful photos! One of his underwater
cameras weighs over 100 pounds! We are so looking forward to this presentation. Like the programs of
2020, we will have two options for presenting this program. The first, is the traditional, limited seats,
masks and social distancing at Dewey’s (600 Main St –second floor). The second option is accessing the
program online. RSVP is essential for either option. There is no fee; however, a $5 donation is
appreciated. RSVP is the same for both options, either online: RSVP@RLAMPS.ORG (preferred for online streaming) or by phone: 262-639-8135. Please leave a message with contact info and you will
receive a confirmation and be given instructions for the live stream.
We will have three more presentations this year. Mark your calendars! Our second Education
Night program is May 18th with Phillip Block’s Lights of the Lakes. We are also lucky enough to have
the famous Brendon Baillod presenting September 28th, and our own Ron Luttrell presenting “The
Great White Blow of 1913” on November 9th. We are so pleased to present these events!
The RLAMPS Board is looking for additional board members. This position is a working
position. Our board members who are hardworking and would like to have new members that are hard
working as well. We meet (via Zoom) on the second Wednesday of the month at 9:30AM. Does that
sound like fun to you? We look forward to the help. If interested, please reach out to me at:
btomasek@hotmail.com.
Thank you for being a valued member and supporting the RLAMPS mission. Without you there
is no us!
Please stay safe (and at a distance).
Sincerely,
Laura (Lauri) Tomasek
President, Friends of the Wind Point Lighthouse dba
Racine Lighthouse and Maritime Preservation Society (RLAMPS)

Racine Lighthouse and Maritime
Preservation Society

New Book
Ghost Port Settlements and Shipwrecks in Door County’s Clay Banks Township: A
Wisconsin Maritime Study by Dr. Richard Boyd, Russel Leitz and Douglas Weimer
If you have an interest in Wisconsin’s extensive logging industry or are looking for
something different to explore the next time you are in Door County, check out this
book. There are 125 historical images and 156 pages of interesting information. The
cost is $24.95 plus shipping and is available from the WUAA Website:
www.wuaa.org/index.php/online-store

Board of Directors — Racine Lighthouse and Maritime Preservation Society
President
Secretary
Treasurer

Lauri Tomasek
Marilyn Blood
Juanita Clobes

Directors:
Bill Frank, Newsletter
Bob Jaeck, Historian
Lynne Jossart, Membership

Linda Frank
Ron Luttrell

Upcoming Education Night:
COVID-19 Update: The March 30, 2021 Education Night will have a limited in-person
presentation at Dewey’s (Maximum of 25 people so we can properly Social Distance).
Reservations are required and all attendees must wear a mask, there can be no walkins. The Program also will be live streamed so you can watch from home. You must
send in an email RSVP so we can email you the information needed to view the live
stream. We are suggesting a $5 donation for either option. See Page 5 for Details.
March 30, 2020 — Cal Kothrade will present his
program Shooting Shipwrecks. Cal has spent 10
years traveling North America capturing underwater
images of shipwrecks in the Great Lakes and
elsewhere. Cal will talk about what is needed to
capture wonderful images. He will also share some of
his adventures. Even if you don’t dive, Cal’s
presentation may help your photography skills.
Future Education Nights Programs:
May 18, 2021 — Phil Block will present Lights of the Lakes. This will be an interesting
presentation on the various lighthouses on the Great Lakes.
September 28 — Brendon Baillod will present on The Ghost Ships of Racine. Brendon is a
well known historian and has a wealth of knowledge on shipping and shipwrecks on the great
Lakes.
November 9, 2021 — Ron Luttrell will present The Great White Blow of 1913. Ron will give a
fascinating presentation on the 1913 Great Storm on Lake Michigan. This promises to be a
fascinating evening.
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Fathoms Deep but Not Forgotten:
Wisconsin’s Lost Shipwreck Sites
Part II: Racine County
Brendon Baillod *
Vessels wrecked at Racine but salvaged or removed.
Schooner Wave (b.1835) This schooner is commonly reported lost at Racine in April of 1844. She did
strand at Racine, but was released and lost a few weeks later several miles off the Kalamazoo River
mouth across the Lake.
Schooner Chas Howard (b.1845) The Chas Howard was ashore and declared a total loss by going
ashore at Racine on September 9, 1850. But was later released and repaired. She was lost at Chicago in
December of 1856.
Schooner A.H. Newbold (b.1848) The Nenbold appears in many reports as lost at Racine in December
of 1848. However, she was recovered and later lost at Buffalo, NY in November 1852.
Schooner Flying Cloud (b.1852) The Flying Cloud capsized off Racine on September 20, 1853 and was
believed lost until the schooner New Hampshire found her and towed her into Muskegon nearly three
weeks later.
Schooner Homer Ramsdell (b.1853) The Ramsdell was driven against Waterman's Pier at Racine on
May 10, 1855 and declared a total loss. She was repaired and lost in October of 1856 off Manitou Island.
Sloop North Star (#18165) Driven high on the beach at Racine in November 1871 and reported a total
loss, she was pulled free in the spring by the tug American Eagle.
Schooner Enterprise (#7296) On June 8, 1874, the schooner Enterprise stranded off Racine and
capsized while under tow to the harbor. She was declared a total loss, but was towed inside the harbor.
She was listed in the merchant vessel lists until 1878.
Schooner Capella (#4578) This schooner stranded four miles north of Racine Harbor on May 9, 1883
and was declared a total loss, but she was towed up the river above the Mead St. Bridge where she was
abandoned after attempts to haul her out for rebuild failed.
Schooner Commerce (#4363) On November 6, 1887, the Commerce was badly holed on Racine Reef. She
was initially reported a total loss, but was towed to Racine and repaired. She was lost in 1909 off
Sheboygan.
Schooner Mount Vernon (#17745) The schooner Mount Vernon was abandoned in the spring of 1893 in
the river above the Mead St. Bridge where she lay for many years. Her remains are thought to have
been removed in the 1930s.
Scow Schooner Dreadnaught (#35270) A confused report exists of the big schooner Dreadnaught
(#6130) having wrecked off Racine in December 1893. Dreadnaught (#6130) was actually abandoned at
Cleveland in 1879. The smaller scow schooner Dreadnaught 35270, waterlogged off Milwaukee in
December 1893 and drifted across the Lake to Saugatuck, where she came ashore. She was seen off
Racine.
Schooner H. Rand (#11185) This schooner capsized off Manitowoc while bound from Coyne, MI to
Milwaukee with lumber on May 24, 1901. The captain, his daughter and two crew perished, and the
ship floated as a derelict before fetching up on Racine Reef. She was then towed to the beach at the foot
of Texas Ave in Milwaukee where she was dynamited.
Schooner Caledonia (#4384) The Caledonia is reported in many sources to have been abandoned in the
Root Rover in September 1901. However, she was sold and foundered off Glen Haven, MI with a load of
Christmas trees on November 27, 1901.
Schooner J.V. Taylor (#13874) The J.V. Taylor was abandoned in 1915 above the Mead Street Bridge.
Her remains were like]y removed in the 1930s.

* Reprinted from Wisconsin’s Underwater Heritage, March 2008 Issue with permission of
the Author.
Parts 1, 2 & 3 were published in the Spring 2020 , Summer 2020, and Fall 2020 newsletters.
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EXPLOSIVE WEATHER REPORTS
By Bob Jaeck
During the American Civil War there were many industrial and technological innovations. Some
were successful while others were not. Regardless, this accelerated learning curve that forced progress
forward created a better standard of living for the nation as a whole, while bankrupting many people
and making a few very wealthy. This movement continued after the war. Nowhere could it be more observed than in the heavily industrialized northern states many of which were located along the Great
Lakes.
As the war progressed, the infrastructure of the telegraph system expanded to most cities, towns
and villages. The value of being able to communicate accurately and quickly over great distances had
been learned. Now, past this terrible war, people were exploring the many ways the telegraph system
could be used to better the lives of those on land and for those far offshore. On the Great Lakes during
that period, at any given time there were hundreds of boats steaming or under sail manned by thousands of men and women having to risk their lives. There were many hazards for those working on the
Lakes such as collision, fire, overloading the vessel, boiler explosions, rigging failure, inoperable bilge
pumps, old worn- out sails, leaking hulls, poor seamanship, reefs, shoals, floating debris, shallow harbors, just to list a few. But near the top of the danger list is weather. The area was legendary for powerful storms that struck with little notice and would test the strength of the vessel and crew, slamming
them with high winds, blinding rain or snow, lightning and huge ice-cold foaming waves hitting with
tons of force.
The telegraph system needed wires strung up on poles from telegraph station to telegraph station, but how would it be possible to use this land-anchored system to warn the Great Lakes mariners of
the approaching dangers of powerful storms. Below is an article from the Chicago Tribune, Friday, August 23, 1867 presenting an innovative plan using the technology of the time decades before wireless
communications arrived.
It is unknown if this plan was ever tested or placed into service, but if it was, we can be sure that
the citizens living in the cities or towns along the shore voiced strong complaints to the booming sounds
of cannons at any hour of the day or night. This idea seemed to have been one of the plans that in theory
looks to help solve a problem but creates other negative, unintended consequences.
THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE, FRIDAY, AUGUST 23, 1867, PAGE 3
STORM SIGNALS TO PROTECT COMMERCE ON THE LAKES
WASHINGTON, D.C., AUGUST 19TH
To the Editor of the Chicago Tribune:
It is believed that storm signals by means of the telegraph and cannon would be a great protection
to commerce on the lakes. The plan is as follows: When a storm commences in any part of the country and
is travelling towards a city or town on the lake, with arrangements to fire signal guns, the telegraph station over which the storm passes will immediately send the news to such city or town, stating the kind of
storm that is approaching. Three guns are to be fired as a warning of a coming storm. The guns would be
fired at intervals of one minute if it is an ordinary storm and is moving rapidly, at intervals of six
minutes if it is moving slowly.
As a good size cannon can be heard distinctly from twenty to thirty miles on water, by having one
at each city on the lake, vessels will thus be warned either to seek places of safety to prepare for the coming storm or remain in port until the storm has passed.
The Western Union Telegraph Company with lines extending to every part of the country has recently offered to furnish telegraphs for approaching storms “with any considerable number of cities of
towns shall make arrangements to fire signal guns according to the plan proposed.”
To test these storm signals, it therefore only remains for the city authorities, boards of trade or
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(Continued on page 5)

maritime insurance companies of the
cities and towns on the lakes to make
arrangements to fire signal guns. It is
believed that millions of dollars in vessels and cargos will be saved annually
together with hundreds of lives. If the
plan is adopted immediately it will be
in complete working order and will be
generally understood in time for the
storms that reoccur every year with
such great damage to shipping.

Example of a Coastal Cannon

Important Information Regarding the March and Future Education Nights
1. Reservations are required for both the In-person and Streaming options.
2. In person reservations can be made either by email to: RSVP@RLAMPS.ORG (preferred) or by
phone: (262)639-8135 (leave a message with your name, the number attending, a return phone
number and/or email) — you will get an email or phone call confirming your in person attendance.
NO WALK-INS WILL BE ALLOWED
3. Streaming reservations must be made by email to: RSVP@RLAMPS.ORG, no phone
streaming reservations will be accepted — we need to send you a private link by email so you can
view the program on YouTube.
4. A $5 Donation is suggested. You can pay by: cash (in-person only), check (payable to RLAMPS sent
to: RLAMPS; PO Box 044067; Racine, WI 53404), or you can donate on line thru PayPal by
clicking the “Donate” button on our website: rlamps.org.
5. In person attendance will be limited to 25 people so we can properly social distance.
6. Masks will be required at all times for the in person audience.
7. I have resolved the issue with the RSVP@RLAMPS.ORG email where some emails were rejected.
8. There will be no snacks available—Water will be available.

RLAMPS has received a license to a number
of historic images related to the Racine Reef
Lighthouse. Watch for more photo previews in our newsletter,
on our Facebook page, as well as our website.
Second Assistant Keeper Marvin Cornell at work inside the
Racine Reef Lighthouse.
Photograph by Richardt Hansen
Property of Sandra Cornell, used under license
agreement with RLAMPS.
All other rights reserved by owner.
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RLAMPS
P.O. Box 044067
Racine, WI 53404

RLAMPS Highlights
In October and November, 2020 there were two
excellent Education Nights. Cal Kothrade presented on
the Wreck of the Prins Willem V, a modern Lake
Michigan shipwreck, and Ken & Barb Wardius gave a
presentation on the history of Racine area lighthouses.
Both presentations and some of the other recent
Education Nights can be viewed on YouTube by
following the links found on the Previous Education
Night
Page
of
our
Website:
https://rlamps.org/PDFgallery-EDU-Past.htm

Please visit our updated website www.RLAMPS.org More and more Racine maritime history is being
added on a regular basis.
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