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 Hello RLAMPS members!  Summer has gotten here and reminded us what heat is all about! We were 
hoping for some summer weather last we spoke and we have definitely gotten what we asked for! 

Our RLAMPS team has finally locked down our education night schedule for the next year and a half and are 
you in store for a treat!  Our last education night, Robert Jaeck’s Shipwrecks of the Racine Reef was so very 
interesting! Bob makes it all come alive! THANK YOU BOB and to all of you who were in attendance.  We 
had over 95 guests. Now that is a success! Thank you for your support and we hope you enjoyed the evening.  
It makes us all very aware of that reef and danger that it holds. It will be interesting to see what our city 
fathers will do to prevent future accidents as our current marker deteriorates. In the meantime, please be 
careful anywhere close to that reef! 

 Diver Steve Radovan will be leading on our next Education Night on Sept.12th 2019. Mr. Radovan will 
be teaching us about the Gallinipper; Wisconsin’s Oldest Discovered Shipwreck. The Education Night details 
are the same,  located  on the second floor of Dewey’s 6:30-8PM Sept.12th.  We would appreciate an RSVP 
to: jwfrank@wi.rr.com or call (262)639-8135. Please leave a message with your name and how many will 
attend. 

 There is a nominal $5 charge for non-members and FREE to you our members.  Donations are always 
accepted.  As usual we will be hawking our Wind Point Lighthouse wares as well. 

Please mark your calendars, on November 7th our own Ron Lutrell will be presenting an intriguing 
presentation on model ship building. Another one not to be missed.   

 RLAMPS is still seeking volunteers.  If interested, please reach out to our volunteer coordinator, 
Lynne Jossart at 262-930-0259. 

 Thank you to our members for supporting RLAMPS! If you have not sent your 2019-2020 dues in, 
please do. 

After 36 Years, Lighthouse “Keeper” Retires 

Lee Radzak, Historic Site Manager at Split Rock Lighthouse, has retired. Radzak moved to Split 
Rock with his wife in 1982. While responsible for maintenance of the equipment and structures, 
his primary function was the preservation and historic interpretation of the 7.6-acre light station. 
It was Radzak who started the tradition of lighting the lantern on November 10, the anniversary of 
the sinking of the EDMUND FITZGERALD. He oversaw construction of a visitor center in 1986. 
He was also instrumental in getting Split Rock Lighthouse named a National Historic Landmark 
in 2011. Radzak’s last day was Friday, April 12, 2019. 

Located on Lake Superior’s north shore southwest of Silver Bay, Minnesota, the Split Rock 
Lighthouse was built in 1909. After the Coast Guard decommissioned the light in 1969, the 
Minnesota Historical Society took over. Because it would be protected by Minnesota, the Coast 
Guard left the light apparatus intact. For that reason, visitors can climb the tower and view the 
actual equipment.  
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Board of Directors — Racine Lighthouse and Maritime Preservation Society 

Upcoming Education Night: September 12, 2019 at 6:30 PM -  Join RLAMPS in welcoming Steve Radovan 
to Racine. Steve will present: Discovering Lake Michigan’s Oldest Known Wreck—The Gallinipper. This 
will be an interesting presentation from a well 
known Lake Michigan wreck finder and diver. 
Join us at Dewey’s Restaurant and Sports Bar 
(second floor, elevator available), 600 Main St. 
Racine. As always there will be complementary 
snacks and soft drinks (a cash bar is available). 
The program is free to RLAMPS members 
(non-members pay a nominal $5 fee). Please 
RSVP to (262)639-8135 (message only with 
name and number attending) or email: 
jwfrank@wi.rr.com 

Future Education Night Programs:  
November 7 - RLAMPS own Ron Luttrell will present “The Origin and History of the Ship Model”. He 
will share intriguing and little know facts about this art form. Ron will be bringing examples of his work as 
well. 

February 4, 2020 - M. Paul Hollander will present on the Lady Elgin tragedy, the surprising events leading to 
it and the impact it had on the people in the aftermath.   
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 MEMORIES OF THE SCHOONER H. RAND—Part 1 of 2 

By Bob Jaeck 

 On the cool early morning of May 24, 1856, there was excitement in the harbor town of Manitowoc, Wisconsin 
along the south shore of the Manitowoc River at the shipyard of H. Rand & Son with the launching of the newly 
constructed schooner H. RAND.  It was jointly built by Hansen Rand and his son Greenleaf Rand.  Soon the sail 
rigging and fitting out would be supervised by Captain James Edwards. 
 The namesake for the schooner H. RAND was Mr. Hansen Rand who was born September 28, 1802 at 
Camden, New Jersey.  Hansen’s parents moved the family several times during his younger years, but he still was able 
to continue his education in public schools.  In 1819 Mr. Rand moved to western Pennsylvania where he worked as a 
logger until 1828 when he left this area after working his way up to the position of logging boss.  He then settled in 
southern Indiana where he continued working in the logging trade.  His son Greenleaf Rand was born May 4, 1830 in 
Golden Hill, Connecticut.  In 1840 Hansen Rand moved to his farm just outside of Manitowoc Wisconsin where he 
farmed and logged.  In 1845 Mr. Rand established a shipyard along the river in Manitowoc. In 1854 his son Greenleaf 
Rand joined him at the family shipyard after learning the trade of shipbuilding at Sackett's Harbor, New York and 
having worked in the shipbuilding business at St. Louis, Missouri. 
 The schooner H. RAND was constructed with strong oak timbers that were logged from Hansen Rand's 
property.  The official U.S. vessel number was: 11185, single deck, with a length of approximately 86'8" in length with 
a 23'5" beam and 7'5" draft, rated at 95 tons, with two towering masts owned by Messr’s. Hansen Rand and Captain 
James Edwards. 
 The H. RAND was placed into service with Captain James Edwards at the helm hauling wheat, lumber, and 
other goods until the vessel was purchased by Captain Chancy Parker of Racine, Wisconsin on or around July 30, 1857 
at which time there is evidence that the vessel's name was then changed to HANSEN RAND. 
 There was no tugboat on station at Racine Harbor until the arrival of the DAISY LEE during the summer of 
1866.  Because of this mishaps often occurred around the small harbor entrance.  When Captain Parker was to bring his 
newly purchased vessel, the schooner HANSEN RAND, with a load of lumber into the port of Racine for the first time 
in July 1857, there was excitement along the piers as many watched Captain Parker working his way closer to the 
harbor.  The direction and force of the wind dictated if and how a large sailing vessel could enter a narrow harbor 
channel on its own without the assistance of a tugboat.  On this day with a steady west wind coming off the land, 
Captain Parker knew just what to do as he sailed towards Racine Harbor from the north having just passed Wind Point. 
Standing amidships Captain Parker was in a location on deck from where he could give commands to all six crew 
members as the vessel approached the harbor piers.  The HANSEN RAND was brought in very close to the end of the 
north harbor pier at an angle.  As the distance between the RAND and the end of the pier closed, Captain Parker 
became excited shouting orders to the crewman stationed on the large tiller at the stern who was confused about his 
orders from the captain.  This caused the tiller man to steer the schooner too close to the end pier which resulted in the 
schooner coming so close that it lightly scraped the end of the pier resulting in no damage to either it or the vessel.  At 
that moment Captain Parker then barked a few more orders; other crewmen dropped the sails.  Now the RAND was 
just passing the pier using its inertia to keep moving forward.  Captain Parker then yelled the order to the crewman on 
the tiller to turn to starboard.  With the sails no longer in use and the turn to the starboard, the schooner RAND came 
around the inside of the harbor pier.  As it slowed, with a few more commands from Captain Parker, the RAND was 
now parallel and close enough to the pier for a couple crew members, one at each end of the vessel, to cast the lines to 
those standing by on the pier, who pulled the vessel to the pier and tied it up.   
 Captain Parker now felt relieved at having gotten his new vessel in harbor with its first cargo from Two Rivers 
secured.  Next the schooner RAND was pulled by hand and with the help of beasts to the Racine Pendleton & Bigelow 
lumber dealers dock for unloading.  
 When Captain Parker purchased the RAND in July of 1857, it was for the price of $7,000 which he paid part of 
with his own cash and the balance with a mortgage on the vessel and insurance security on the balance. Captain Parker 
hauled lumber for the next few months from Two Rivers to the Racine’s Pendleton & Bigelow lumber dealers.  He was 
able to make a handsome profit that he used to pay off most of the mortgage against the HANSEN RAND. 
 By November of that year Captain Parker had just one more payment on the vessel mortgage.  He knew that 
one more run of the season would settle his vessel mortgage and leave him with enough money left over to live on for 
the winter months.  All of Captain Parker's good planning, investments, and hard work was now paying off, and the last 
sail of the season would give him and his family a level of security and comfort over the 1857/1858 winter. 
 For this last voyage of 1857, Captain Parker selected men whom he knew and trusted as his crew for this 
difficult cold voyage.  They left Racine Harbor and went to an unknown harbor, possibly Two Rivers, to load the cargo 

(Continued on page 4) 
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of lumber.  With the hull full of lumber and more piled on the deck, the schooner HANSEN RAND was riding very 
low in the water.  He headed out into the lake toward Chicago Harbor where the lumber would be unloaded.   
 As the HANSEN RAND neared Chicago Harbor, there was steady west wind that propelled them along.  They 
had everything ready on board to sail into the harbor, dock and then unload.  The strong west wind had caused the 
level of Lake Michigan to settle a little lower and the HANSEN RAND was riding very deep in the water.  This 
created some concern for the Captain as they neared the Chicago Harbor.  As they came closer to the harbor, all on 
board heard a loud terrible crashing sound as the lower part of the hull hit hard on a sand bar and was now aground 
causing some damage to the schooner.  The RAND was hung up on the sand bar, but in a short time the force of the 
wind and waves released the schooner from the sand bar, and they were now adrift.  As they drifted further away from 
the protection of shore, the power of the stiff west wind increased as did the size of the waves.  They had little control 
over the vessel and were mostly at the mercy of the wind and waves.   The crew was doing all they could to save the 
themselves, and what deck load that was not washed overboard was thrown over the deck rails.   
 The captain and crew held a meeting as the eastern shore of the Lake became closer, and they formed a plan of 
survival if that was even possible. All on board could see the terribly cold foaming mass of water breaking over large 
sand bars that are present along much of the eastern coast of Lake Michigan followed by a calmer area between the 
sand bars and the beach.  Now with the plan they stationed themselves in the rigging with lines running down to the 
tiller for a small level of control. Soaked repeatedly with ice cold water, they were all utterly exhausted from great 
efforts to live. They did their best to keep the bow pointed towards the boiling mass of water on the sand bar. The bow 
rose up and over the bar, but then the stern dropped down and hit the bar with tremendous force.  The vessel rolled on 
its beam end, then lifted and repeated this several more times before passing over the sand bar and drifting onto the 
beach.  By some miracle everyone survived, so their plan worked.  They all reached the safety of shore someplace 
north of St. Joseph, Michigan.  
  Captain Parker was left with an unpaid crew; his vessel was stranded and wrecked, with lost cargo, no money 
to live on over the winter, and a payment due to the mortgage company.  On top of all this, the insurance company 
held off on paying on the grounds that the RAND was run aground intentionally.  Over the winter Captain Parker was 
able to gain another mortgage on his homestead for $2500.  He knew a guy named Peter Bully, an old Great Lakes 
wrecker, and he hired Peter for his wrecking services. Over the winter Peter was able to release the RAND off the 
beach and return the schooner to Racine in the early spring of 1858.   

 The RAND was hauled out of the Root 
River for repairs just south of the bend in the river 
at a shipyard site that would later become the 
location of the West Shore Lumber Company.  
Captain Parker was able to keep the RAND for 
another two or three seasons, but he had a difficult 
time making a profit, and he was at the end 
financially.  Captain Parker lost his homestead, the 
RAND, and everything else he owned.  Being a 
1848/1849 California Gold Rush 49er, Captain 
Parker and his family returned to California.   
Within a year Captain Parker had passed away, and 
his wife soon followed him. 
 The schooner HANSEN RAND continued 
hauling goods around that lakes.  In August of 
1860, a leak developed in the hull and damaged the 
cargo of wheat.  A second cargo of wheat was 
damaged in September of that same year.  In June 

of 1867, the RAND was in a collision with another vessel off Muskegon, Michigan.  During the winter of 1867/68 
major repairs took place.  In May of 1869, the Rand was in a collision off Chicago with the bark F. Palms.  In 
September of 1872, a deck load of lumber was lost during a storm. A collision took place with another vessel at 
Manitowoc in April of 1874.  And in 1879, the vessel’s name was changed from HANSEN RAND back to H. RAND.  
During this time, it was in the Manitowoc Hansen shipyard where a major hull rebuild took place.  The wooden hull 
was separated; then 20 feet of new hull was added for extra cargo capacity.  This increased the vessel weight by 20 
tons.  Also, a third mast was added.   It is also believed that at this time the rudder tiller was removed, and the ship’s 
wheel was installed to assist in handling the larger hull.  Then in 1880, major needed repairs took place on the H. 
RAND. 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 



5 

RLAMPS has received a license to a number  
of historic images related to the Racine Reef  
Lighthouse. Watch for more photo previews in our  
newsletter, on our Facebook page, as well as our  
website. 
 

 
 

 

 The H. RAND changed owners several more times until March of 1889 when Captain Ralph Jefferson of 
Racine purchased the aging schooner.  In time it became well known along the docks in Racine that Captain Jefferson 
would operate the schooner short on crew.  He had his family living on board for many seasons, filling in as crew 
whenever possible with his two sons as deck crew and his wife or two daughters as cooks.  Another concern to many 
in Racine was that vessel maintenance was being deferred for as long as possible.  Profits were hard to earn in the later 
years of sailing vessels on the Great Lakes, so whatever could be put off on repairs was.   Historical records do not 
show any major repair work being done on the vessel after this point, but also there were no nautical mishaps. 
 When the H. RAND was built, it was a smaller vessel by 20 tons, with just two masts, and 20' shorter, then 
manned by six sailors, a steward, along with the Captain.  Decades later with three masts, and 20' longer, it was a 
different time, and every economy had to be used to squeeze out a profit.   
 On May 23, 1900, it was noted in the hometown newspaper that Captain Jefferson departed Racine Harbor 
with the schooner H. RAND, having but one crew man, a boy, and his wife as the cook.  This was how Captain 
Jefferson was able to keep this hard-used old vessel profitable in those changing times.  During these years, many of 
the old schooner hulls were removed from service, permanently moored at a dock, in some backwater rotting away or 
lost while underway. 
 A year later, on Tuesday May 21, 1901, Captain Jefferson was finishing overseeing the loading of the H. 
RAND at the east end of beautiful Lake Charlevoix in the small town of Boyne City.  The load consisted of 115 cords 
of hardwood slabs valued at $1500.  They had left Racine on May 13th, and all onboard were looking forward to the 
trip back.  The Captain had just one more task he needed to get done before departing.  He walked to the local post 
office where he wrote and then mailed a short letter to his loving wife Oertling back in Racine, updating her on his 
intention of leaving port soon. 
 It is not known how long Captain Jefferson had to wait at dock for a fair wind before leaving either on 
Tuesday May 21, or Wednesday May 22.  He would have sailed, or more likely, hired a tugboat when departing Boyne 
City.  The H. RAND would have crossed Lake Charlevoix, then into Pine Creek Channel, though Round Lake, and 
continue further along Pine Creek Channel into Lake Michigan. 
 Now on their way, Captain Jefferson, age 50, with his crew, sailor Frank Seabert age 27 of Sheboygan, sailor 
Harry Lecus age 17 of Milwaukee, and the cook, his daughter Daisy age 27 of Racine, had set the sails as the harbor 
town of Charlevoix Michigan faded away in the distance off the stern.  Their destination was Milwaukee with the 
cargo consigned for W. Schlosser.  Depending on the winds, it should not be too many days to complete the trip.  
 Unknown to Captain Jefferson, in Wisconsin at the Sturgeon Bay Canal Station in Door County on May 22, 
Weather Bureau storms flags were flying high up on the flag tower. Captain Jefferson’s sailing route would pass this 
place.  Most if not all the vessels in port that day stayed at dock.  Hours later on the night of May 22/23, a large storm 
with 40 mile per hour blowing winds and rain from the northeast enveloped this part of the lake.  Later in the day of 
May 23, the winds would switch direction to the southwest -- still with rain and wind at 40 miles per hour or higher. 
 Far to the south back at Racine Harbor on the early morning Friday May 23, 1901, the powerful northeast gale 
arrived.   CAR FERRY NO. 2 with 26 rail cars was being towed by the tug FISCHER captained by Fred Johnson who 
grew up in Racine. They had steamed out of South Chicago navigating north for Peshtigo, Wisconsin, but were forced 
into Racine Harbor for protection from the gale.  When entering the harbor, the Car Ferry struck the south pier with 
great force causing a large gash in the vessel side which created some leaking, but it was soon tied up at the Berry 
dock to wait for repairs. 
 
Part 2 of Memories of the Schooner H. Rand will appear in the Fall 2019 Newsletter 

(Continued from page 4) 

View from the top of the Reef Lighthouse looking 
toward one of the “V” shaped ramparts. 



 

Thank you to those who have renewed their 
membership. For those of you who haven’t, 
there is a reminder insert in this newsletter. To 
renew, please visit our website 
www.RLAMPS.org, or mail your membership 
form, along with your check, to: Friends of the 
Wind Point Lighthouse Treasurer, P. O. Box 
44067, Racine, WI  53404-7001. 

Our May, 2019 RLAMPS Education Night at Dewey’s 
featured our own historian Bob  Jaeck. His presentation: 
“Shipwrecks On The Racine Reef” was fascinating with 
photos and original research on the varied attempts to 
make the reef safer and the ships that sank on the reef. 
Don’t miss future Education Nights! They all promise to 
be educational and interesting. Bring a friend or two!! 
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RLAMPS Highlights 

Please visit our updated website 
www.RLAMPS.org More and more Racine 
maritime history is being added on a regular 
basis. 

RLAMPS 
P.O. Box 044067 
Racine, WI 53404 
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